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Charles F; Siebert, Jr., MD

Death Certificate Signed: 10/13/2015
© By: Gerald Feigin, MD -

| CAUSE OF DEATH:  Pending

Amended Cause of Deathé . Homicldal Violence, not otherwise
specified. -

Aniended Manner of Death: - quicide

- Amendment Signed:  12/15/2015 :
By: . Gerald Feigin, MD

% " This case was completed as to the Cause and Manner of Death basad on the Inltial draumstances and the
as needed.

vailable information at the time. Should additional information be forthcoming, the matter will be re-evaluated ‘
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TR October 15,207

CERT!FICATION OF EXAMINATION

This is to certify that I, Charles F. Siebert, Jr, MD, have conducted a post
mortem examination and review on the unembalmed, refrigerated body of
performed on October 15, 2015, with the assistance of

onnor McGlynn and in the presence of Dr. Feigin and Detectlves Rumell
and $f3H of the Camden County Prosecutor's Office,

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION

The body is that of a well déveIOpéd well ‘nouris'héd'white male child, having
a measured height of 40 inches and an estimated weight of approximately
30 pounds, whose appearance is consistent with the stated age of 3 years.

The scalp is atraumatic and coveréd with medium length brown hair. The |

irides are blue and the conjunctivae are glistening and free of petechiae. The
nasal and facial bones are intact to palpation. The nasal passages are
patent, and the septal mucosa is free of ulcerations. The lips are free of
lacérations or contusions, -and the oral mucosa is unremarkable. The frenula
are intact. The dentition is natural and in good repair. The ears are
atraumatic and the ear canals are normal.

The neck is symmetrml with no crepitus or masses palpated. The trachea is

in the midline.

The thorax is symmetrical with no crepitus. ‘The breasts have no palpable
masses. The abdomen is flat with no evidence of masses or scars.

The upper and lower extremities have no abnormalities. The nails of the
fingers and toes are short and clean.

The external genitalia are those of a circumcised male with bilateral

. descended testes palpable in the scrotum.

The back is unremarkable with no evidence of trauma or ulcers. The anus is

‘patent and atraumatic. .
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EVIDENCE OF INJURY

There are areas of small superficial abrasions noted on the upper neck, the
right clavicular area and the lateral chest and abdomen. There are small
areas of contusion on the posterior left arm and the right knee.

lNTERNAL EXAMINATION

The body has been previously opened Wlth a Y-shaped incision. The pleural
and pentoneal cavities are free of injury or disease. The cranial cavity is free
of injury. :

The previously dissected organs are examined and reveal no evidence of
disease or injury.

{

MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION

Review of the microscopic slides reveals no significant pathologic
abnormalities except for mild inflammation of the airways of the lungs.

OPINION

- It is my opinion that while no obvnous anatomic cause of death can be found,

this is circumstantially not a natural death. As such, the cause of death in this
case is most appropriately”Homicidal violence, not otherwise specified”.

%%7/7

Charles F. Siebert, Jr

- Assistant Medical Exammer
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TELEPHONE (609) 984-4883 FAX (609)984-4466 Acting State Medical Examiner
November 13, 2015
Christine Shah

Assistant Prosecutor, Homicide Unit
Office of the Prosecutor, Camden County
25 North Fifth Street .

Camden, NJ 08102-1231

Dear Ms. Shah:

On October 16, 2015 at 1:30 p.m., I attended the Camden County Medical Examiner Office in
order to review the case of _04—15—0978).’ Also, in attendance at the time was
Gerald Feigin, M.D., Camden County Medical Examiner and yourself. The deceased was a 3-year-old
white boy, who was found on October 13, 2015 in a wooded area, a short distance from his home after
being reported missing by his father approximately two hours earlier. The deceased was found face
down in a creek with his arms and legs submerged under water. ‘ -

An autopsy was performed later that day which showed minor bruising of the face (left cheek
area), left arm and the shins. At the time of follow-up examination, a few bilateral widely scattered
conjunctival petechiae were noted. Additional dissection of the skin, including the face, back and

_extremities, did not reveal any significant deep injuries. These findings are all considered non-specific.

It is my opinion that an autopsy is not a stand-alone diagnosis, as exemplified by this case. Things
to consider in this case include whether the child could physically leave the residence by himself,
interview of neighbors and review of any CCTV footage to ascertain how he ended up by the creek, and a
careful review of medical records to ascertain any behavioral issues. Included in the differential
diagnosis is smothering which would leave a paucity of anatomic findings, and drowning which is
essentially a diagnosis of exclusion, meaning one would have to do a thorough post-mortem '
examination/investigation to exclude other causes of death.
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Unfortunately, a thorough investigation of the case may not be able to identify the cause
and manner of death in this tragic case, and in the absence of any conclusive findings in
the autopsy and/or investigation the cause and manner would have to be ruled as
«undetermined.” Obviously, if any additional information becomes available in the
future, the case will be reviewed and amended accordingly. I would be more than happy
to re-examine the case with Dr. Feigin and your office when the investigation is complete.
In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. o

Regards,

N

. T~ Q\‘ >
Andrew L. Falzon, M2 ?
Acting State Medical Examiner

ALF/kt
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Postmortem Report: 04-15-0978

Name: - EEOT]

BOARD OF
OSEN FREEHOLDERS  Pronouncement: 10/13/2015
JNTY OF GLOUCESTER . '
ATE OF NEW JERSEY  AULOPSY: 10/13/2015
“FEHOLDER DRECTOR  Performed By: Gerald Feigin, MD

»bert M. Damminger

'EEHOLDER UAISON

Death Certificate Signed: 10/13/2015
By: Gerald Feigin, MD

CAUSE OF DEATH: Pending

ARTMENT OF HEALTH, . . _—
“NIOR & DISABILITY MANNER OF DEATH: Pending Investigation

SERVICES . .
Amended Cause of Death: Homicidal Violence of Undetermined
OFFICE OF THE Etiology
YUCESTER-CAMDEN-
SALEM COUNTY

{EDICAL EXAMINER Amended Manner of Death: Homicide

DIRECTOR

Tamarisk L. Jones

Amendment Signed: 12/15/2015

By: Gerald Feigin, MD
\EDICAL EXAMINER
Serald Feigin, MD
hady Lane Complex
4 County House Road
arksboro, NJ 08020
‘one: 856.384.6910 This case was completed as to the Cause and Manner of Death based on the initial drcumstances and the
‘ax: 856.384.6915 available information at the time. Should additional information be forthcoming, the matter will be re-evaluated
as needed. :

~.gloucestercountynj.gov
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CERTIFICATION OF AUTOPSY PROCEDURE

This is to certify that |, Gerald Feigin, MD, have conducted a pest-mortem examination
and autopsy on the unembalmed, refrigerated body of —performed
on 10/13/2015, with the assistance of Connor McGlynn and in the presence of Detective
Rumell of the Camden County Prosecutor’s Office.

CLOTHING: The body is received in pajamas, socks, diaper.
IDENTIFICATION: Made by family.
EXTERNAL EXAMINATION

The body is that of a white male, measuring 40 inches and weighing approximately
30 pounds. There is partial rigor and lividity is unfixed posteriorly. The hair is brown
and medium length. There is ground contact areas of skin depression present on the
left. Below this over the upper neck there is a 1/4 inch x 1/8 inch abrasion. The upper
forehead has a 1/4 inch abrasion and a few scratches measuring less than 3/8 inch.
The right forehead hasa faint area of superficial skin loss above the eyebrow
measuring 3/8 inch in greatest dimension. ‘

The eyes have blue irides, 7 mm pupils and clear conjunctivae. The teeth are natural
and there is no trauma to the mouth. The frenula are intact. The abrasion on the left
side of the neck has been described. The lateral chest and abdomen have areas of
superficial scratches consistent with ground contact. The upper extremities are free of
change. There is maceration of the hands. The penis is circumcised and testes are
present within the scrotum. The right knee medially has a faint 1/2 inch contusion. The

feet show maceration. The posterior left arm has a faint 1 x 1/4 inch contusion. The

~ back and.buttocks show no evidence of frauma.
INTERNAL EXAMINATION

The bbdy is opened with a Y-shaped incision revealing a 3/8 inch panniculus. All of the
cavities are dry and lined by smaoth fibromembranous tissue without old or recent
inflammatory process. The mediastinum and retroperitoneum are free of change.

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM:

The heart weighs 60 grams. The epicardial surface is smooth. The coronary arteries
follow normal courses. The valves are thin and delicate and normally formed. The
chamber configuration is normal. The myocardium is red-brown without hemorrhage,
softening, or fibrosis noted. The aorta and major arteries follow normal courses. The
veins are free of thrombi and emboli.

REPORT NOT OFFICIAL WITHOUT RAISED SEAL
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RESPIRATORY SYSTEM:

The right lung weighs 240 grams, the left 220 grams. The pleura is pale. The
parenchyma is moderately edematous without tumor, fibrosis, or consolidation noted.
The tracheobronchial tree is lined by tan mucosa. The neck organs show no evidence
of trauma within the strap muscles, cartilages, hyoid, or surrounding soft tissues.

DIGESTIVE SYSTEM:

- The tongue Has pink-tan mucosa and red-brown muscle. The esophagus is lined by

gray granular mucosa. The stomach contains approximately 50 cc of food. The
mucosa and wall are free of change. The small and large intestine, anus, rectum, and
appendix are free of change. The liver weighs 520 grams. The capsule is intact. The
parenchyma is brown and of normal consistency. The gallbladder contains 5 cc of bile.
No stones or obstructions are noted within the biliary tree. The pancreas and
submandibular glands are tan and lobular without evidence of trauma or disease noted.

LYMPHORETICULAR SYSTEM:

The thymus is of normal size for age and shows no abnormalities. The spleen
weighs 30 grams. The capsule is intact. ~The parenchyma has normal
architecture. Normal lymph node enlargement is present for the age.

ENDOCRINE SYSTEM:

The pituitary is normal size and free of change. The adrenals are of normal size, have
thin yellow cortices and brown medullae. The thyroid contains a moderate amount of
colloid and is of normal size, shape, and consistency.

UROGENITAL SYSTEM:

The combined weight of the kidneys is 80 grams. The cortical surfaces are smooth.

- The medullary pyramids are pointed. The calyces, pelves, and-ureters are free of

change. The bladder is empty and has normal mucosa and wall. The prostate is rubbery
and small. The testes are left in situ.

MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM:
No fractures or bony deformities are noted either grossly or by complete skeletal
survey. Reflection of the pleural lining reveals no rib fractures or evidence of trauma.

The vert_ebrae are free of change. The spinal column shows no evidence of trauma.
The entire spinal cord is examined in situ and after removal and and reveals no

REPORT NOT OFFICIAL WITHOUT RAISED SEAL
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evidence of trauma or disease. The muscles and soft tissue of the anterior and
posterior neck are examined and reveal no evidence of trauma.

The soft tissues of the torso, extremities, including arms, forearms, legs, thighs, and
face are reflected in a layer by layer manner and reveal no evidence of trauma. No
contusions are identified. No facial trauma is observed.

CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM:

The scalp, skull, dura, leptomeninges, and cortical surface of the 950 gram brain show
no evidence of trauma. There is moderate flattening of the gyri. Cut section reveals no
abnormalities within the cerebral hemispheres, pons, cerebellum, midbrain, and
medulla. Examination of the cranial sinuses reveals a small amount of clear fluid
present in the ethmoid sinuses.

HISTOLOGY:

Microscopic examination: A contusion in the right shoulder reveals fresh blood in
tissues. No inflammatory reaction or evidence of necrosis, cell breakdown, or healing is
identified. : ' »

Lungs: Lérgé éinNays showing mild-moderate chronic inflammation of submucosa. No
evidence of mucus plugs or other evidence of acute asthma is seen. No other disease
_ is identified. oo '

Heart, liver, spleen, pancreas, adrenals, kidneys, brain, meninges, thyroid, thymus,
trachea — No evidence of disease or injury is identified. No pathologic abnormalities are
identified.

Body is examined by Dr. Charles Siebert and Dr. Andrew Falzon. Separate reports will
be issued by them. '
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HISTORY v
The decedent was a child found dead in water in Haddon Township.

OPINION _
mied of homicidal violence of undetermined etiology. This is a
lagnosis of exclusion and includes, but is not limited- to drowning, asphyxia, and blunt
neck trauma which includes ligature and/or manual strangulation. A thorough
examination of the body which included complete autopsy with examination of the
organs of the torso, neck and head; examination of soft tissues of extremities, spinal
cord, face, neck both- anterior and posterior; cranial sinuses; complete skeletal survey;
complete histologic examination of all organs; and complete toxicologic exam was

performed and revealed no cause of death. The scene showed a child wearing clean
socks that could not have been worn from home and walked in to the location in the

water where he was found. This shows that the decedent had been placed in this

location-and had not gone there under his own power. Based on all of these findings it
is clear that the cause of death by reason of exclusion is homicidal violence of
undetermined etiology and the manner of death is homicide.

MANNER OF DEATH: Homicide

M

Gerald Eéigin M.@.
Camden/Gloucester/Salem
County Medical Examiner

GF/jimt/118345345
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